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REMSEN CENTRAL SCHOOL 
PO Box 406 

9733 Main Street 

Remsen, NY 13438 

www.remsencsd.org 
December 11, 2020 
 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians: 
 

 

Our goal continues to be to keep our students in school for in-person learning each day.  Thanks to 

our outstanding team at Remsen and our partners at the OHM BOCES Safety Office, as of today, 

we are prepared and we are ready if we are required to test.  A huge thank you goes out to OHM 

BOCES and Upstate Family Health Care for working with Remsen to ensure that we were able to 

receive the free, noninvasive, NYS test kits to administer on site here at school for our students and 

staff.  This was a tremendous undertaking for everyone involved.  Remsen currently has tests on 

site, nurses and administrative staff trained with procedures in place, and we are ready to go if 

required to do so. 

 

It is likely that parts of Oneida County will be designated a color zone sometime soon.  Once we 

are designated a color zone we will have several choices moving forward.  No one knows when an 

announcement for color designation areas will be announced and it is possible that parts of Oneida 

County could fall in the zone while other parts may not.  Best case scenario would be that Remsen 

does not fall into a designation zone so that we may continue in-person learning without the need to 

test.  We completely understand the different camps of thought on testing and reasons parents may 

be for or against it.  However, please know that if we fall under a New York State color zone 

designation, our choices will be limited based on the testing consent decisions we make as parents.  

 

Please understand the following information regarding testing at Remsen: 

1) We will only test students and staff if we are designated in a zone that requires us to 

do so in order to stay open at this time.  Frequency and percentage of tests would 

currently be as follows: 

Yellow – 20% of students and staff within the first two weeks and as long as our results are 

under the zones infection rate, testing is done. 

Orange Zone – 20% of students and staff over the course of the one month period, 

ensuring that the 20% testing is spread out over the month (10% every two weeks).     

Red Zone – Same as the Orange Zone only the percentage is 30% (15% every two weeks) 

over the course of the one month period. 

             For orange and red zones, if testing generates 9 or more positives, the school would be  

             required to transition to remote instruction for students. 

 

2) We may only test students that have parental consent. 

 

3) The tests are FREE. 

 

4) The tests that we will administer are noninvasive [BinaxNOW COVID-19 Ag Card].  
A test swab is circulated in the base of the nose in each nostril and the test is complete.  

The swab is then placed in the testing card kit and the results are available directly on the 

kit after 15 minutes. 

 

5) The tests will be administered here at school by our Remsen nurses (or other RCS 

professional administrative staff if a nurse is not available) in the nurse’s office at the start 

of the school day. 
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6) Parents will be informed when testing is required, if their child has been selected as 

part of the testing sample, and of the results after testing if their child was selected.   

 

7) If Remsen does not receive enough parental consent sheets for student testing we will 

be forced to go completely remote or to only allow students with consent to test to 

report to school for in-person learning, requiring all other students to learn remotely 

while in the designated zone. 

 

8) We will be placing a video of the complete testing procedure on our webpage for you 

to view. 

 

Please be sure to remember to return your child’s consent form to school.  If you have already 

turned in your form and would like to reconsider giving consent, please feel free to complete a new 

sheet.   

 

As mentioned in the previous testing letter, there is no guarantee that we will be able to stay open 

indefinitely while in a “Color Zone” even if we are able to test the required percentage of our 

students and staff.  Any positive test results would require quarantine and contact tracing 

procedures that could require a classroom, a grade level, or a building to go remote for a period of 

time, but that period of time (likely 14 days) could be far less than the duration of the specified 

color zone designation.  In addition, favorable test results would allow us to stay open and continue 

to learn in-person without any further testing needed. 
 

Thank you for considering to sign the COVID-19 testing consent form.  Your consent could be the 

key to staying open for in-person learning for all of our students as we continue to see our way 

through this pandemic.  
 

We will continue to keep you updated with important information.  Those made ill by the 

Coronavirus are in our thoughts and we wish them a speedy recovery. 
 

Strength, perseverance, and kindness will see us through.  We are here for you to answer questions, 

provide support, and help in any way we can.  Thank you for continuing to screen your child each 

morning, for encouraging safe and effective hygiene practices, and for your continued support.  We 

couldn’t do it without you.  Our Remsen community is strong.  Together, we can get through 

anything. 
 

 

Sincerely, 
 

 

 

Timothy Jenny 

Superintendent 

 

 


